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MS Damage Repair 
 

The stories of MS repair have been on my mind for a long time. In the last 10 

years of submitting articles for this website I have had “MS Repair” issues as a 

topic 6 times.(1)  This is the 7th. The previous articles contained words of hope for 

the future. Now it seems there has been some progress and the hope might be 

close to reality.  

Just a few short years ago, there was little belief that nervous system repair was 

even possible. Potential cell therapies and myelin repair strategies are now in 

clinical trials, and creative new rehabilitation strategies and symptom 

management techniques are being explored to maximize abilities and to treat 

troubling symptoms. 

In a small, phase II clinical trial, the oral antihistamine clemastine modestly 

improved transmission of electrical signals in people with MS who had optic 

nerve damage. The improvement indicates that myelin was repaired along the 

nerve pathways. 

Several MS Society-supported commercial research initiatives are exploring ways 

to enhance the ability of oligodendrocytes to proliferate in areas of myelin 

damage to facilitate repair. 

Repairing the nervous system, in particular myelin, the coating that surrounds 

and protects axons (nerve wires) and which is damaged by MS, was just a 

dream just a few years ago. Today it holds significant promise as a strategy to 

restore the function that MS has taken from people; and reducing or stopping 

MS progression. 

• breakthrough solutions can change the world for everyone with MS. 

Among the approaches being taken are: 

• Clinical trials to stimulate the natural capacity of the brain to repair itself. 

• Tests of the ability of stem cells to treat MS damage. 

• Finding ways to protect the nervous system to allow natural myelin repair 

to occur. 

• Developing better ways to track successful repair. 

Repairing Damaged Tissues | National Multiple Sclerosis Society 

(nationalmssociety.org) 

(1)June 2013, November 2014, July 2016, March 2018, March 2019, October 2021 
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So, how do you think The National MS Society is doing towards their vision and 

mission? 

   Vision—A world free of MS 

   Mission—To cure MS while empowering people affected by MS to live their     

best lives.    
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