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Questions and answers given by Tim Coetzee, PhD, who serves as the National 

MS Society’s chief advocacy, services, and science officer. In this capacity, he 

leads the society’s work in state and federal advocacy, delivery of services and 

connection programs, healthcare professional engagement and training, and 

the society’s global research programs. 

 

What in the MS therapy development pipeline most excites you? 

A group of treatments known as Bruton’s tyrosine kinase inhibitors, or BTKi. These 

treatments have shown great promise in Phase 2 clinical trials and now there are 

multiple Phase 3 clinical trials for various types of BTKi molecules. There’s reason 

to think that this type of approach may hold promise for stopping MS 

progression, 

What has been most disheartening in the field of MS treatment research? 

Frustrated by the continued challenges in finding effective treatments for 

progressive MS. The recent approval of some modestly effective treatments for 

progressive MS is encouraging, but we have to do more. 

Are there any specific aspects of MS that make finding a cure particularly 

difficult? 

A big part of finding a cure is understanding what causes MS. We need to 

identify all relevant risk factors for MS. We need to understand contributions of 

genetic factors and environmental interactions to MS risk, along with 

understanding how the roles of sex, ethnicity, and race contribute to MS risk. 

Which treatment research frontiers would you like to see get more funding? 

Progressive MS is a top priority given the major gaps in treatments. There is also a 

great need to address the lack of progress in developing effective treatments 

for managing symptoms and improving quality of life. This includes focusing on 

things like sleep, nutrition, and psychosocial behavior 

 



What challenges typically impede trials in progressing from animal to human 

testing? 

It is our poor understanding of the biological target of the treatment. The animal 

models (most often, rodents) used for developing treatments don’t represent 

the full complexity of MS, and thus, something that works in animals may fail 

when it’s evaluated in people with MS.  

Are there any avenues of treatment or cure research that you feel people 

should have their eye on? 

It is the research community’s continued focus on myelin repair to protect nerve 

connections and restore function. There are several clinical trials of myelin repair 

treatments underway. 
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Just For Fun 

Check out the link below to follow “Research Priorities: Pathways to Multiple 

Sclerosis Cures” 

Research Funding Principles and Priorities | National Multiple Sclerosis Society 
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